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Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
Transforming Lives and Serving Christ with Joy 

From the Pastor 
 
I hope you are able to read this before Holy Week is over. I love the services of 
Holy Week but over the years I have been challenged to think a liƩle differently, 
or should I say more broadly, about what this week means. In typical Western 
(and American) thinking, I have oŌen made the death and resurrecƟon of Jesus 
about “me” – the forgiveness of “my” sins, “my” eternal life, how much God loves 
“me”.                                                                                                                                                   
And all those things are true. But I think we underesƟmate the scope of what God 
is doing through the events of this week when we make it only about personal 
salvaƟon. I believe the death and resurrecƟon of Jesus have far more cosmic and 
universal consequences than we tend to recognize. 
The story of Holy Week is about so much more than Jesus breaking the chains of 
sin and death so that people could live forever in heaven. Theologian Marcus 
Borg wrote, “…the resurrecƟon is God’s yes to Jesus and no to the powers (of this 
world).” Through Jesus, God was saying “NO’ to the norms of this world: A world 
that responds to violence with violence; A world that seeks power through the 
oppression of the weak; A world that scapegoats those different from us for 
things not being the way we want yhem to be. 
Author NT Wright puts it this way in his book Surprised by Hope, “Jesus’s 
resurrecƟon is the beginning of God’s new project, not to snatch people away 
from earth to heaven, but to colonize earth with the life of heaven.” Wright adds, 
“That, aŌer all, is what the Lord’s Prayer is about.” I had never made that connec-
Ɵon before. When we pray the Lord’s prayer, we are asking God to finish what 
was started at Easter. And in praying that prayer, we are accepƟng God’s invita-
Ɵon to be a part of God’s new world unveiled in Jesus – a world that is radically 
different because of Easter! As Jesus said in John’s vision, “Behold! I am making 
all things new.” (Rev. 21:7) 
The Good News of Easter IS a Ɵme for celebraƟng the new life we have in Jesus, 
but it is also a call to join in the “new thing” God is doing here and now. Easter 
gives us an opportunity to say “yes” to God’s yes. It is a Ɵme to give our AMEN to, 
and our parƟcipaƟon in, what God is doing. This Easter, let’s give some thought 
to how can we conƟnue what God started with that first Easter. How can I say 
“Yes” in a world where the powerful wage war at the expense of the innocent? 
How can I join in what God is doing instead of joining in the blaming of “others” 
for our troubles? Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen, indeed! May God help us all live 
into that truth. 
Pastor Wilson 



Prayer Concerns 
People are added and removed from our ongoing prayer 
list upon request. Please call the church office to ADD,  
REINSTATE, or REMOVE names. 

Aldersgate people with new or ongoing health concerns:  
Rick Baker, Angie Benton, Ted Carstens, Dick Caupp,  
Mike Dunn, Nathan Dunn, Wendy Dunn, BeƩe EdgeƩ, 
ChiƟe & Dick EdgeƩ, Joyce & Ali Farrokh, Paƫ Forbes, 
Shirley Geier, Anton Gilson, Judy Hare, Doug & Becky 
Hess, Mary Lou Jones, Dick Keegan, Tammy Kephart,  
Debbie Lenau, Harry & Roxana Muthersbaugh, Suzanne 
Nyantole, Kathy Peck, Cindy Purzycki, CharloƩe & Roger 
Ridley, Ron Rozinski, John Simm, Michael Smith, David 
Stanley, Laura Wagner, David WhiƩ, Bob Winter, JeaneƩe 
Zeh and the caregivers of all those with ongoing health 
concerns 

Friends & RelaƟves of AUMC People with Health  
Concerns: Nancy Anderson & family; Brother Andy,  
Denise, James, Maddie, Selina, sister Nikki, Mike Sullivan 
(Gloria Baker); sister Diana Ross, ChrisƟne Salonen (Kathy 
Bernardi); Lisa Robinson (Karen Best); Bernice Bird; Layla 
Jean, Millie (Lisa Deutsh); Quinn Aldridge, Eileen Harloff, 
Sally & John Miller (Wendy & Mike Dunn); Marianne  
Galligan, Reed & Lois Galligan (Sue Galligan & Karen  
Sladden); Tammy Gilzow; Jason DelVecchio, Carol Poole, 
Billy Haley, Noel, Bev Palandro (Nancy Jones); Lee Hart-
man, Rich Hartman (Nan & Rich Keller); Rick (Debbie  
Lenau); Barbie Anzalone (Kim & Eric Lindenau); Barbara 
Marsh; Doug PoƩer, sister Susan Kiesel (Sabrina McLeod); 
Karen Smith, Roger (Candy Metzger); Jeanne SuƩon, John 
Burke, Bonnie Bush, Nicole Mohrmann (Rich & Bobbi 
Mohrmann); Mary Jane Bargy (Debbie Pankey); Ester 
Peprah; Ann Collins, Buddy Good, Anne Bratko (Cindy 
Purzycki); Cheri Riley, Ellie Wagner (Karen Rice); grand-
niece Norah (Jan Rothfuss); Nephew ChrisƟan (Laurie  
Ruell); Lonnie Ruffino; Jack Linder (Tammy & Juan Ruiz); 
Ali Musleh, Hilde DiNatale (Anna Simm); Lewis family, 
Bev, Bruce (Debbie Simm); Debbie Glinski, Fred (Mary 
Sims); Dominic Mammolite (Jerry Sisson); Aubrie Robin-
son (Sara Smarcz); Nancy Miller (Michael Smith); brother 
Chris (Maria Stanley); Daughter-in-law Ellie, Michael, Bill 
Weber, mom Shirley Weber, MaƩhew (AnneƩe Thomp-
son); Joe Troiano (Julia Troiano); Dennis Pankey; Kaylle 
Van-Allen, Cindy Andrews, Michael Appleton, Bobbi Jo 
(Laurie VanAllen); Brother-in-law Jimmy VanKouwenberg, 
sister-in-law Heather Van Kouwenberg (Louie 
VanKouwenberg); Ruth Walter; sister Bercehe (Steve & 
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Our Ministry of Concern 
E-Mail Prayer Chain 
PLEASE help us keep the weekly  
prayer concerns list updated. During 
office hours, send prayer chain  
requests to Diana Jason in the church 
office at office@aumcgreece.org. If your request 
needs posƟng aŌer office hours, contact ChiƟe 
EdgeƩ at cge1935@gmail.com. ConfidenƟal prayer 
requests should be sent directly to Pastor Wilson at 
PastorWilson@ aumcgreece.org. 

When Sharing Your Prayer Requests... 
Prayer changes everything, and our church has a  
vibrant prayer ministry. When contacƟng the church 
office or our Prayer Chain Coordinator, ChiƟe EdgeƩ, 
please let them know if you want your prayer  
request to be shared with only the Prayer Chain and 
Pastor, or if you want your prayer request shared 
with the Prayer Chain and our church congregaƟon 
at Sunday worship. As we Live Stream and use email 
communicaƟon, we want to respect those who wish 
their prayer request to remain confidenƟal. 

JeaneƩe Zeh) 

Nursing Homes/Living Centers: Dick Keegan — Cobbs 
Hill Manor 

ChrisƟan Sympathy is  extended to the Tyler family 
whose son, Max, passed away in early March. 

MAY 2026 Hinge Deadline 
All items for the next newsleƩer are  

ATTENTION!!!!  STARTING NEXT MONTH, I AM 
“REDOING” THIS PAGE!!  THE “ALDERSGATE PEO-
PLE” AND THE “FRIENDS OF” WILL BE BASED ON 
RECENT PRAYER REQUESTS. IF YOU WANT US TO 
CONTINUE PRAYING FOR SOMEONE, WRITE UP 
OR EMAIL A NEW PRAYER REQUEST! AND GOING 
FORWARD EACH MONTH, THIS PAGE WILL BE 
UPDATED WITH “CURRENT” PRAYER NEEDS! WE 
ARE A PRAYING CHURCH, BUT IT IS BEST TO PRAY 
FOR CURRENT, UPDATED, PRAYER NEEDS!               
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Church Events & Opportunities 
Celebrate Palm/Passion Sunday on March 29 
We invite you to join us to celebrate Palm/
Passion Sunday at 9:30 and 11am on March 
29 th ! Both services will begin in the gather-
ing space, and we will enter the sanctuary 
with our palms as we “relive” the trium-
phant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. A part 
of theservice will focus on the death of Jesus 
as we encounter a creaƟve presentaƟon of 
one of the Passion narraƟves. If you’re una-
ble to join us in person, this service will be 
livestreamed at 11:00am. 
Maundy Thursday Service, April 2 
Please join us at 7pm on Thursday, April 2 nd 
for our church’s Maundy Thursday service. 
We will listen to Jesus give us a “new com-
mandment” from John’s Gospel, 
commemorate the insƟtuƟon of the Holy 
Communion at the Last Supper, and end the 
evening in silence as we strip the altar in 
preparaƟon for Good Friday. We invite you 
to join us, in person or online to be part of 
this meaningful remembrance. 

 We hope you will join us on Friday April 3 rd 
at 7pm as we prepare our hearts for Holy 
Saturday and theglory of Easter. This service 
will be live streamed if you are unable to 
aƩend in person. 

Easter Sunday, April 5 

The Lord is Risen! Please join us on Sunday 
morning, April 5 th at 9:30 and 11:00am, as 
we celebrate in joyful worship the Resurrec-
Ɵon of our Lord, Jesus Christ! There will be 
prayer, scripture and special music. We hope 
you can be with us, and we encourage you to 
invite friends and family to join us for this 
special celebraƟon. This service will be 
livestreamed at 9:30am.                                           
CHRIST IS RISEN HALLELUIAH!!!!!!!!! 

Good Friday Service, April 3We hope you’ll 
plan to aƩend our church’s Good Friday ser-
vice at 7:00pm on Friday, April 3rd . This ser-
vice will be a Ɵme of focusing on the death of 
Jesus on the cross, and will include many 
meaningful elements – including a Medita-
Ɵon at the Cross and a form of the Reproach-
es, a tradiƟonal liturgy daƟng back to the 7 th 
century. Our Good Friday service will include 
prayer, scripture and congregaƟonal singing, 
and an opportunity to deepen our faith and 
understanding of Jesus’ sacrifice.  

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT FOR THE CHILDREN 
BETWEEN SERVICES ON EASTER SUNDAY, 
APRIL 5TH!! SEE MS. RHONDA FOR 
MORE DETAILS!!! 

EASTER EGG CROSS ART!! 

Children will make Easter Egg Cross Art to cele-
brate the new life Jesus 
gives through His resurrecƟon—a bright, 
hands on reminder of Easter’s 
hope and joy. 
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2026 Greece CROP Hunger Walk 

May 3rd, 2026, Greece, NY 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 4115 
Dewey Ave. 

2025 Totals: 92 People Raised a Record 
$14,039 

25% Stayed with Greece Ecumenical Food 
Shelf 

RegistraƟon: 1:00 pm 

Group Photo: 1:20 & Group Start: 1:30 

Walk Routes: 2.5 mi., 0.5 mi. & Indoor Gym-
Free T-shirts 

Snacks, Drinks, and 

Pizza Slices Available! 

 

True North VBS coming this summer!  

August 10–13 • 9:00–11:30 AM at Al-
dersgate UMC 

Ages 4 (Preschool) – 6th grade This sum-
mer, children are invited to step into the 
breathtaking world of the Alaskan wilder-
ness—towering mountains, sparkling glaci-
ers, and wideôopen skies—as they discov-
er that Jesus is our True North, the One 
who guides us through every twist and 
turn of life.                                                                    
To make this week truly special, I’m look-
ing for helpers, staƟon leaders, snack assis-
tants, and extra hands to guide our kids 
through their Alaskan adventure. Whether 
you can serve all four days or just one 
morning, your presence helps steady the 
trail and makes a real difference.                          
I’ll be hosƟng an informaƟon meeƟng on 
Sunday, May 17th between Worship ser-
vices in the main lobby for anyone inter-
ested in helping guide our kids through 
this Alaskanôwildernessôthemed week as 
we point them to the hope and love of Je-
sus. If you’re interested in serving or want 
to learn more, please email rsimo-
nelli@aumcgreece.org.  On-Line Registra-
Ɵon opens in June.  
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Sunday School for LiƩle Ones 
Sundays at 9:30 AM,  LocaƟon: Room 7  
Teachers: Anna Simm, Julia Troiano and more to come! 

Designed for young children who thrive with 
extra support, where God's love shines 
through every lesson. Join us as we nurture 
faith, joy, and belonging in every child—
celebraƟng the unique way God made each 
one. 

Faith Weavers – Middle School Sunday School 
Grades 6–8 | Sundays at 9:30 AM  
Location: Room 3/4, Teacher: Rhonda Simonelli 

Middle schoolers are invited to dive deeper 
into their faith journey. Through engaging 
discussions, activities, and scripture,  
students will explore how faith weaves into 
every part of life—school, friendships,  
challenges, and growth. 

Preschool Sunday School 
Ages 3–5 | Sundays at 11:00 AM  
Location: Room 7, Teachers: Nan Keller & Assistant 

Offers a joyful and nurturing environment 
where young children begin to discover 
God’s love through songs, stories, play, and 
hands-on activities. This class helps little 

ones build a foundation of faith in a way that’s fun and 
age appropriate. 

Big Faith – Elementary Sunday School  
Grades K–5 | Sundays at 11:00 AM  
Location: Room 3/4, Teacher: Rhonda Simonelli 

This dynamic and engaging Sunday School 
class is designed for elementary students! 
Through stories, activities, and meaning-
ful lessons, kids will explore what it 
means to grow in faith and follow Jesus  
in everyday life. 

High School Sunday School 
Grades 9–12 | Sundays at 10:45 AM  
Location: Fellowship Hall, Teacher: John Simm 

High school students are invited to a space 
where faith meets real life. Through thought-
provoking movies and open discussions, this 
class sparks meaningful conversations about 
spirituality and everyday challenges. 

Christian Education 

Finding DirecƟon — 3-Part High School Series 
Ever feel unsure about what’s next or where you’re 
headed? Join us for a series all about discovering pur-
pose, hearing God’s voice, and taking your next step 
with confidence. AŌer the series, we’ll hang out and 
watch The Case for Christ together — a powerful story 
about searching for truth and finding real answers. 

NURSERY CARE “SUSPENDED” 

Nursery coverage will no longer be provided as of 
3/1.  Parents  have the opƟons of watching their 
own children in the nursery, (with a speaker to 
hear the message), in the Quiet Room at back of 
sanctuary (with speaker and “window”) or bringing 
them into the sanctuary.  The Worship CommiƩee 
will monitor this and make changes as needed. 

SPRING BAKE SALE APRIL 26TH!!! 

TO BENEFIT CHILDREN/YOUTH AND 
FAMILY LIFE MINISTRIES 

PLEASE DONATE PLATED BAKED 
GOODS: $5 AND $10. 

ALSO SELLING: COFFEE, TEA & LATTE’S 
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United Methodist NaƟve American Sunday -  
April 19, 2026 

 

April BIRTHDAYS 
 
 
 
Wendy Peeck April 1 
Natasha Burdick-Carstens April 4 
Judy Hare April 6 
CharloƩe Ridley April 21 
Kevin Roza April 23 
Kathy Peck April 24 
Elizabeth Robinson-BarƩer April 26 
Dennis Simm April 28 
Jennifer Crandell April 29 
Bobbi Mohrmann April 30 

Special CollecƟon for Hawaiian Flooding 
 
Join us as we support those impacted by severe 
flooding in Hawaii, especially the island of O'ahu, 
where thousands of people are under evacuaƟon 
orders. Pray also for first responders assisƟng those 
who have been stranded by the floodwaters. 
UMCOR is working with the California-Pacific Con-
ference of the United Methodist Church to offer 
support as needed. 
 
Hopefully you can join us at our in-person worship 
services in the next few weeks to make a donaƟon. 
Reference the Hawaii Flood Response on your check 
or offering envelope.  You can also give online using 
our site:  give.aumcgreece.org   Or if you prefer 
sending in your donaƟon to Aldersgate UMC, please 
remember to include a special donaƟon.  Feel free 
to make your donaƟon any Ɵme in the next few 
weeks, being sure to include a notaƟon for "Hawaii 
Floods." 

On April 19th we will celebrate United Method-
ist NaƟve American Sunday special offering. 
Mark your calendar.  
United Methodists are called to recognize and 
honor the giŌs and contribuƟons made by Na-
Ɵve Americans to our society and church. The 
United Methodist Church acknowledges a gap in 
understanding NaƟve American life and culture, 
while affirming the sacredness of Indigenous 
peoples, their languages, their unique idenƟƟes 
and their contribuƟons to the church and the 
world. Your donaƟons will support NaƟve Amer-
ican outreach, scholarships for seminarians, and 
urban ministries. The funds, collected annually, 
are divided between local conference iniƟaƟves 
and general church grants to empower NaƟve 
American congregaƟons and leaders. 
Hopefully you can join us at our in-person wor-
ship service that day when special offering en-
velopes will be provided.  Give online using our 
site:  give.aumcgreece.org   Or as you consider 
sending in your remote donaƟons to Aldersgate 
UMC, please include a donaƟon for this special 
offering.  Feel free to make your donaƟon any 
Ɵme in April, being sure to include a notaƟon 
for "NaƟve American Sunday." 

Thank you in advance for your generous sup-
port. 
Jan Rothfuss, AUMC Benevolence Treasurer 
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     MISSION MOMENT: AFRICAN SCHOOL  

     PROJECT       

During my recent Mission Moment during March's 
worship Ɵmes you saw that the two classroom build-
ings (10 classrooms) are complete for the 
school building project in the Nakivale Refugee 
SeƩlement. Nearly 200 students are learning math 
and wriƟng. The Ugandan Federal Government 
has cerƟfied the School as meeƟng or exceeding cer-
ƟficaƟon requirements in every way but one. We 
need to have uniforms for each dtudent, which will 
cost less than $10 each so that the school will be 
completely cerƟfied. 
Next we are preparing to build the Canteen building. 
With the summer dry season approaching we wish 
to support the construcƟon now. So please 
help with your support, making your donaƟons now 
to the "African School  Project" to support the cur-
rent project needs. 
thank you and Blessings for your support, 
Rich Mohrmann 
Lay Director of Ebenezer Hope Ministries Interna-
Ɵonal 
 
-- 
Ministries  

READING CIRCLE DISCUSSION: MOVIE 

APRIL 9, 2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reading Circle will be showing the movie              
“The Case for Christ” at our Thursday, April 9 get 
together. The movie is based on the book by Lee 
Strobel which many of you may be familiar with. 
We will be watching the film together as a group 
starƟng at 1 pm. in the parlor. It is a two-hour 
movie; popcorn will be served. Contact Maureen 
Whalen at whalenmt.7976@gmail.com or call her 
at 581-9164 if you are interested in aƩending or 
for more informaƟon. All are welcome.                  
The true story of an award-winning journalist 
who, working to disprove the newfound ChrisƟan 
faith of his wife, begins chasing down the biggest 
story of all Ɵme, with unexpected, life-altering 
results. 



Our Church Staff 

Dr. Wilson Jones 
Pastor 

663-3665 
pastorwilson@aumcgreece.org 

Enoch Renzha 
Pastor of African Ministries 

renzhaenoch@gmail.com 

Diana Jason 
AdministraƟve Assistant 

663-3665 
office@aumcgreece.org 

Rhonda Simonelli 
Children’s Ministry Director 

663-6663 
rsimonelli@aumcgreece.org 

Brandon Kelley 
Contemporary Worship Music Leader 

brandonkelley1@aol.com 

Savannah Norton 
Choir Director 

savannah.rose.norton@gmail.com 

Kaori Winter 
Organist 

kwinter@aumcgreece.org 

Peter Mutunzi  
Director of African Music Ministry 

ndakizepeter@yahoo.com 
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4115 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14616 

Phone: (585) 663-3665 
Fax: (585) 865-8442 

Email: office@aumcgreece.org 

www.aumcgreece.org 
facebook.com/aumcgreece.org 
youtube.com/c/AUMCgreece 

 
Donate online at: 

give.aumcgreece.org 

Serving in Worship This Month 

Scripture Readers 
    9:30 
 4/5.  Kathy Bernard                          

4/12. Dave Roza 
4/19. Debbie Simm 
4/26. Bobbi Mohrman  
 
11:00 

 4/5.  Nancy Young 
4/12. Candy Metzger 
4/19. Sue Zorn 
4/26. Nancy Young  

 

Live Streaming 
2 - Maundy Thursday @ 7PM -
 Juan and Tammy Ruiz 
3 - Good Friday @ 7PM -Dave 
Roza 
5 - Contemporary - Easter 
Sunday @ 9:30AM - Dave Ro-
za and Rich Keller 
12 - Traditional @ 11AM -
 Juan and Tammy Ruiz 
19 - Contemporary @ 9:30AM 
- Dave Roza and Mary Sims 
26 - Traditional @ 11AM -

Ushers 
9:30 AM 
April 5th - Susan DeVincenƟs 
April 12th - Kathy Bernardi 
April 19th - Rich & Bobbi Mohrmann 
April 26th - Susan DeVincenƟs 
 
5th Nancy and Terry Young                                                                    
12th Denise and Gary Hogestyn                                     
19th Nancy and Terry Young                                             
26th Maria Stanley and Eric Lindenau                         

 

  

AV/SOUND BOARD: 9:30 

3/2 (Holy Thursday)7:00 Mark 
DeVincenƟs 

3/3 (Good Friday)7:00 Michael 
BarƩer 

3/5 Mary Sims 

3/12 Michael BarƩer 

3/19 Mark DeVincenƟs 

3/26 Ted Carstens 

AV/SOUND BOARD 11:00 

3/5 Steven Zeh 

3/12 Roger Hotchkiss 

3/19 Ted Carstens  

3/26 Roger Hotchkiss 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faithful rhyming retelling of the Easter story for Lego-loving kids. 
This faithful rhyming retelling of the Easter story will help Lego-loving children to 
engage with the story of Jesus afresh, highlighƟng the wonder of the cross and the 
resurrecƟon. 
Fun rhymes make for a memorable and enjoyable read, while richly colored, glossy 
photographs of real brick builds will inspire kids to get creaƟve! 
Includes instrucƟons for an Easter scene that kids can build themselves, either at 
home or as a craŌ acƟvity in children&#39;s groups, (Cokesbury) 
During Sunday School, children will use Legos to build the Easter scene described 
in the book—a hands on way to explore the story of Jesus’ resurrecƟon. 

READING WITH MS. RHONDA 

 

CHICKENS, BEANS AND BIG DREAMS:                                                                
NATURE BEAN MOSIACS!!! 

 
 
 
 
Sunday School Service Project for the CROP Hunger Walk in April 
Our children are creaƟng Nature Bean Mosaics inspired by this year’s 
theme. These handmade pieces will be available for purchase, and 
proceeds support the CROP Hunger Walk to help fight hunger locally and 
globally. 

 




