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Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

Transforming Lives and Serving Christ with Joy 

From the Pastor 

What are you giving up for Lent?” That question was asked a lot of me when I 
was growing up. For a Baptist kid, (yes, I was Baptist), giving up something for 
Lent was one of those things that Roman Catholics did. 
But it is also common for United Methodists to fast during Lent and we are en-
couraged to engage in the other traditional Lenten disciplines of prayer and 
almsgiving as well. 
“Lent” comes from an old word, lencten, which meant simply “spring” (and you 
thought it had some great spiritual significance, didn’t you?) and is considered a 
time of spiritual preparation for Easter. It was first a time when folks were pre-
pared to be baptized on Easter but has developed into a time of entering into 
the wilderness with Jesus - a time of scarcity and sacrifice and discipline that 
precedes a time of great and joyful celebration at Easter.  
Christians are encouraged to use Lent as a time of deliberate, 
intense discipleship. And I have noticed that if someone is going to be 
“spiritual” in their life, it often happens during Lent. Even folks who don’t fast or 
pray or give at other times, often do so during Lent. 
As I write this, I look out the window and see a white blanket covering every-
thing (with much more snow on the way). I remember one winter seeing some-
thing green poke up through the snow at one of our parsonages. I brushed the 
snow away and found what I was told were grape hyacinths. In the dead of win-
ter, there was life. Only it was covered. I think of that as a metaphor for Lent. 
We all have the Spirit of God within us – what a friend calls the “Holy Alive-
ness”. Sometimes that Life gets buried under the stuff of life. Lent is an oppor-
tunity to brush aside the snow, if you will, so that the God’s Holy Aliveness can 
be visible in us. And in keeping with the metaphor, as we move from Lent into 
Easter, that Life can blossom into a full and glorious bouquet of joy and praise at 
the wonderful news of our Lord’s Resurrection! 
God has given us ways to help the Life within us be more visible. 
John Wesley called them “means of grace”. This Lent I will be preaching a 

series on some of these means of grace. The series will start on February 

22 with a sermon on fasting (when was the last time you heard a sermon 

on fasting….lol) and will cover Communion, prayer, the Word, and 

anointing for healing. More information will be found in upcoming Midweek 

Moments. 
May this Lent be a time when we all come to know that truth that 

 “ God is the one who enables you both to want and to actually live out his 

good purposes.” (Philippians 3:13 – CEB) Be well! 
 Pastor Wilson 



Prayer Concerns 

People are added and removed from our ongoing prayer 
list upon request. Please call the church office to ADD,  
REINSTATE, or REMOVE names. 
Aldersgate people with new or ongoing health concerns:  
Rick Baker, Angie Benton, Ted Carstens, Dick Caupp,  
Mike Dunn, Nathan Dunn, Wendy Dunn, Bette Edgett, 
Chitie & Dick Edgett, Joyce & Ali Farrokh, Patti Forbes, 
Shirley Geier, Anton Gilson, Judy Hare, Doug & Becky 
Hess, Mary Lou Jones, Dick Keegan, Tammy Kephart,  
Debbie Lenau, Harry & Roxana Muthersbaugh, Suzanne 
Nyantole, Kathy Peck, Cindy Purzycki, Charlotte & Roger 
Ridley, Ron Rozinski, John Simm, Michael Smith, David 
Stanley, Laura Wagner, David Whitt, Bob Winter, Jeanette 
Zeh and the caregivers of all those with ongoing health 
concerns 

Friends & Relatives of AUMC People with Health  
Concerns: Nancy Anderson & family; Brother Andy,  
Denise, James, Maddie, Selina, sister Nikki, Mike Sullivan 
(Gloria Baker); sister Diana Ross, Christine Salonen (Kathy 
Bernardi); Lisa Robinson (Karen Best); Bernice Bird; Layla 
Jean, Millie (Lisa Deutsh); Quinn Aldridge, Eileen Harloff, 
Sally & John Miller (Wendy & Mike Dunn); Marianne  
Galligan, Reed & Lois Galligan (Sue Galligan & Karen  
Sladden); Tammy Gilzow; Jason DelVecchio, Carol Poole, 
Billy Haley, Noel, Bev Palandro (Nancy Jones); Lee Hart-
man, Rich Hartman (Nan & Rich Keller); Rick (Debbie  
Lenau); Barbie Anzalone (Kim & Eric Lindenau); Barbara 
Marsh; Doug Potter, sister Susan Kiesel (Sabrina McLeod); 
Karen Smith, Roger (Candy Metzger); Jeanne Sutton, John 
Burke, Bonnie Bush, Nicole Mohrmann (Rich & Bobbi 
Mohrmann); Mary Jane Bargy (Debbie Pankey); Ester 
Peprah; Ann Collins, Buddy Good, Anne Bratko (Cindy 
Purzycki); Cheri Riley, Ellie Wagner (Karen Rice); grand-

niece Norah (Jan Rothfuss); Nephew Christian (Laurie  
Ruell); Lonnie Ruffino; Jack Linder (Tammy & Juan Ruiz); 
Ali Musleh, Hilde DiNatale (Anna Simm); Lewis family, 
Bev, Bruce (Debbie Simm); Debbie Glinski, Fred (Mary 
Sims); Dominic Mammolite (Jerry Sisson); Aubrie Robin-
son (Sara Smarcz); Nancy Miller (Michael Smith); brother 
Chris (Maria Stanley); Daughter-in-law Ellie, Michael, Bill 
Weber, mom Shirley Weber, Matthew (Annette Thomp-
son); Joe Troiano (Julia Troiano); Dennis Pankey; Kaylle 
Van-Allen, Cindy Andrews, Michael Appleton, Bobbi Jo 
(Laurie VanAllen); Brother-in-law Jimmy VanKouwenberg, 
sister-in-law Heather Van Kouwenberg (Louie 
VanKouwenberg); Ruth Walter; sister Bercehe (Steve & 
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Our Ministry of Concern 
E-Mail Prayer Chain 

PLEASE help us keep the weekly  
prayer concerns list updated. During 
office hours, send prayer chain  
requests to Diana Jason in the church 
office at office@aumcgreece.org. If your request 
needs posting after office hours, contact Chitie 
Edgett at cge1935@gmail.com. Confidential prayer 
requests should be sent directly to Pastor Wilson at 
PastorWilson@ aumcgreece.org. 

When Sharing Your Prayer Requests... 
Prayer changes everything, and our church has a  
vibrant prayer ministry. When contacting the church 
office or our Prayer Chain Coordinator, Chitie Edgett, 
please let them know if you want your prayer  
request to be shared with only the Prayer Chain and 
Pastor, or if you want your prayer request shared 
with the Prayer Chain and our church congregation 
at Sunday worship. As we Live Stream and use email 
communication, we want to respect those who wish 
their prayer request to remain confidential. 

Jeanette Zeh) 

Nursing Homes/Living Centers: Dick Keegan — Cobbs 
Hill Manor 
Christian Sympathy is extended to the family and 
friends of Karen Rice, whose father, Gerald Smith, 

March 2026 Hinge Deadline 

All items for the next newsletter are  
due by February 20. 

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS – The Sanctuary for Lent 2026 
is a daily devotional for use during Lent published by 
Abingdon Press. There will be hard copies available on 
the table in the gathering space. PDFs will be sent out 
the week before Lent. There is no charge but dona-
tions are welcome and can be placed in the basket on 
the table. There is also an e-book version available 
through Cokesbury for $1.49 if you would prefer to 
access the devotions through your e-reader Kindle, 
etc. A Youth Edition of the same devotional will be giv-
en out to the children during Sunday School. 

mailto:office@aumcgreece.org
mailto:cge1935@gmail.com
mailto:PastorSungHo@aumcgreece.org


February 2026 Hinge  •  Page 3  •  Live a Life of Faith! 

Church Events & Opportunities 

Conflict Transformation Skills for Churches 

February 6 from 6:00 – 9:00 PM and February 7  
from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM (Snow dates of February 20/21)  
It isn’t too late to 

decide to attend. This work-
shop, led by Pastor Wilson, 
will look at what the bible 
says about dealing with 
conflict, help you under-
stand your normal responses to conflict and 

will explore how the church (and other groups) might 
work to make conflict a life-giving creative force rather 
than a destructive one. More information and the regis-
tration form can be found on the flyer on the bulletin 
board and was sent out via email (more than 

once!!!!). Please direct questions to Pastor Wilson. 
The cost is $15 per person for materials (scholarships 
available). Register by February 1 by contacting the 
office. 

Winter Fun Outing                         
(Weather Permitting!) 
 

We’re planning a Sunday afternoon of winter fun in Feb-
ruary — enjoying sledding or ice skating in the Greece/
Hilton area, followed by a cozy stop at Starbucks togeth-
er.                                                                                            
Because everything depends on safe snow and ice condi-
tions, we’ll share updates In the Mid‐Week Moments as 
the date approaches.                                                                          
We’d love to have you with us for fellowship, laughter, 
and a little winter adventure. 

Volunteer Help Needed at Next Craft  
Workshop! (March 7 & 8) 
Our next fundraising craft workshop is on Friday, March 6 
and Saturday, March 7. Sue Galligan will need help to 
host this event, as Karen will be out of town. 
Specifically, she needs help:  

• Setting up tables and chairs either late on Thursday 
(after whatever sports team is done practicing that 
night) or early on Friday. 

• Welcoming crafters as they arrive on both days and 
directing them to their tables. 

• Making and serving dinner on Friday, as well as the 
cleanup afterward. 

• Making and serving both breakfast and lunch on  
Saturday, as well as the cleanup afterward. 

• Final cleanup and putting tables away Saturday night 
after the crafters leave. (This usually starts around 
8:00.) 

Food donations are also very welcome — such as des-
serts, snacks, and parts of meals. Check with Sue to see 
what is needed for which day (317-3138). 
Friday goes from 12:30—9:00 PM and Saturday goes from 
9:00 AM—9:00 PM. We welcome anyone working on 
their latest crafty projects — scrapbooks, card making, 
sewing, painting, needlework or anything else. Thanks for 
your help with this important church fundraiser. 

Sunday, February 1 

After Both Worship Services 

Let’s gather for good food, fun, fellowship and a little 
competition — Chili & Fellowship Lunch in the Ide Center. 
Warm up with a delicious bite to eat after worship!  
Sample a variety of homemade chilis and vote for your 
favorite — the winning chili gets a prize! 
Children can enjoy chicken noodle soup, if they prefer, 
and join in winter and Groundhog Day–themed art  
activities. 
A sign-up sheet is posted on the main bulletin board.  
For more information or to help out, contact Rhonda 
Simonelli at rsimonelli@aumcgreece.org. 

mailto:rsimonelli@aumcgreece.org
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On February 28th, during Sunday School, 
the children will be making homemade 

Lenten Pretzels in the kitchen to share with 
the congregation. 

During Lent in the 600’s, it was not a choice, 
it was the law for people to fast and not eat 
eggs, milk, and fat. Because of this law, a 
monk had an idea and made the first pret-
zels using water, flour and salt. The common 
way to pray at that time was to hold your 
arms over your chest so he decided to shape 
the pretzels to look like the folded arms.  

Save the Date: CROP Hunger Walk 

Join us on Sunday, May 3, 2026 for the annual CROP 
Hunger Walk, hosted at Aldersgate UMC once again.  
The start time will be 1:00 PM. Come walk with us as 
we support local and global efforts to fight hunger. 

Join us after each Worship service for our Cu-
pid’s Café Bake Sale, featuring cozy 

hot lattes and refreshing Starbucks‐style Pink 
Drinks. We’re also looking for 

bakers to help make this event extra sweet—
your homemade treats are truly 

appreciated. 

Plated baked goods will be available for $5.00 
or $10.00, and all proceeds support 

           SPECIAL COLLECTION                                                                               
Let’s share God’s love through joy and cele-
bration!Birthday Boxes for the Greece Food 
Shelf — January & February In the spirit of 
Epiphany, our children and youth are hoping 
to assemble 10-15 Birthday Boxes to help lo-
cal families celebrate their children’s special-
days.                                                                                                      
We invite donations of new, unopened birth-
day items such as cake mix, frosting, candles, 
balloons, sprinkles, and decorations. A collec-
tion tote is Located just outside the nursery. 
Thank you for helping us spread joy and 
God’s love in our community. 

 

Panera Bread Fundraiser: We 
Raised $115.24 Thank you to all 
those who participated! 
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Sunday School for Little Ones 

Sundays at 9:30 AM,  Location: Room 7  
Teachers: Anna Simm, Julia Troiano and more to come! 

Designed for young children who thrive with 
extra support, where God's love shines 
through every lesson. Join us as we nurture 
faith, joy, and belonging in every child—
celebrating the unique way God made each 
one. 

Faith Weavers – Middle School Sunday School 
Grades 6–8 | Sundays at 9:30 AM  
Location: Room 3/4, Teacher: Rhonda Simonelli 

Middle schoolers are invited to dive deeper 
into their faith journey. Through engaging 
discussions, activities, and scripture,  
students will explore how faith weaves into 
every part of life—school, friendships,  
challenges, and growth. 

Preschool Sunday School 
Ages 3–5 | Sundays at 11:00 AM  
Location: Room 7, Teachers: Nan Keller & Assistant 

Offers a joyful and nurturing environment 
where young children begin to discover 
God’s love through songs, stories, play, and 
hands-on activities. This class helps little 

ones build a foundation of faith in a way that’s fun and 
age appropriate. 

Big Faith – Elementary Sunday School  
Grades K–5 | Sundays at 11:00 AM  
Location: Room 3/4, Teacher: Rhonda Simonelli 

This dynamic and engaging Sunday School 
class is designed for elementary students! 
Through stories, activities, and meaning-
ful lessons, kids will explore what it 
means to grow in faith and follow Jesus  
in everyday life. 

High School Sunday School 
Grades 9–12 | Sundays at 10:45 AM  
Location: Fellowship Hall, Teacher: John Simm 

High school students are invited to a space 
where faith meets real life. Through thought-
provoking movies and open discussions, this 
class sparks meaningful conversations about 
spirituality and everyday challenges. 

Christian Education 

Read with 
Miss Rhonda 

Winter Snow Fun: God Gives Us Friends When We’re 

Ready for Adventure by Wendy Dunham and illustrated 
by Michael Sparks is one of four books in the Tales of 
Buttercup Grove early reader series. 
Join Skunk, Raccoon, and the rest of their woodland 
friends as they share 

a wintry fun-filled day of sledding, building a snowman, 
drinking hot chocolate, and then ending it with belly-

laughs they engage in a spontaneous 'snowball fight' 
with their extra marshmallows. 
In the tradition of timeless classics such as The Tale of 
Peter Rabbit and The Many Adventures of the Winnie 
the Pooh, The Tales of Buttercup Grove series introduc-
es young readers, ages 3-8, to the many 

fun adventures of Skunk, Raccoon, and the rest of their 
woodland friends. 
Along the way, children will learn timeless values, such 
as sharing, 
compassion, kindness, encouragement, and patience. 
(AMAZON) 

Finding Direction — 3-Part High School Series 

Ever feel unsure about what’s next or where you’re 
headed? Join us for a series all about discovering pur-
pose, hearing God’s voice, and taking your next step 
with confidence. After the series, we’ll hang out and 
watch The Case for Christ together — a powerful story 
about searching for truth and finding real answers. 

 



United Women in Faith 

Let’s Celebrate!! 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Anna Simm February 6 

Laura Piccarreto-Kimmel February 12 

Brian Winter February 14 

Dave Stanley February 20 

Michael Smith February 23 

Harry Muthersbaugh February 24 

Anton Gilson February 26 

Sue Zorn February 26 

Michael Thompson February 26 

Damian Bartter February 27 

Grace Watts February 27 

Elijah Tyler February 27 

Anniversaries:  None this month 

February 2026 Hinge  •  Page 6  •  Live a Life of Faith! 

Yarn & Darn — February 3 

If you like to knit/crochet (Yarn), bring 
your needles and yarn, or if you have a 
sewing project (Darn) you are working 
on, join us in the former office space in 
the basement from 1:00 to 2:30 PM 
the first Tuesday of each month. Come 
enjoy some fellowship while doing God’s work. 

Reading Circle Book for February 

xxReading Circle Book for February 

 

 

 

 

J 

 

 

 

Join the Reading Circle on Thursday, February 12 at 1:30 
pm in the church library when we will be discussing 
“Remarkably Bright Creatures” by Shelby Van Pelt.. We 
have multiple copies of the book; contact Maureen 
Whalen at whalenmt.7976@gmail.com or call her at 581-

9164 if you are interested or for more information. All are 
welcome.                                                                              
After Tova Sullivan&#39;s husband died, she began work-
ing the night shift at the Sowell Bay Aquarium, mopping 
floors and tidying up. Keeping busy has always helped her 
cope, which she’s been doing since her eighteen-year-old 
son, Erik, mysteriously vanished on a boat in Puget Sound 
over thirty years ago. Tova becomes acquainted with cur-
mudgeonly Marcellus, a giant Pacific octopus living at the 
aquarium. Marcellus knows more than anyone can imag-
ine but wouldn’t dream of lifting one of his eight arms for 
his human captors--until he forms a remarkable friend-
ship with Tova 

Ever the detective, Marcellus deduces what hap-
pened the night Tova’s son disappeared. And now 
Marcellus must use every trick his old invertebrate 
body can muster to unearth the truth for her before 
it’s too late. Peopled by a wonderful cast of charac-
ters, this debut novel was “an increasingly rare kind 
of hit: a quiet, quirky literary book sold by word-of-
mouth and bookseller/librarian recommendations.” 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!!!  THANK YOU to the 
Church Council, and all of you for you trust in me. 
And BIG Thank You’s to Karen Sladden for her help 
in this transition, and her MANY years of putting 
together this newsletter. With God’s help, I will live 
up to your trust and the quality she left behind.         
Sharon Bartter– Editor 
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their previous annual support. In a number of cas-
es this would be the amount you donated for a 
scholarship when we supported students who in 
the past had to go to the outside EHM school.  
Please indicate that your donations are for the 
"African School Project".                                               
THANK YOU! 

An update to the school building project support-
ed by Ebenezer Hope Ministries International 
[EHM]. Recently I reported to you that there are 
180 students already attending school, with suffi-
cient paying students to fund the operation for 
the refugee students. Remember that after the 
two class room buildings, with a total of 10 class 
rooms, were completed the engineers suspended 
building construction to create a drainage system 
for the EHM school campus to remove the large 
amounts of water that collected during the rainy 
season. A couple of walkways were then built 
over the drainage ditch so the children could safe-
ly cross.  The drainage is 2 to 3 feet deep and 
about 2 feet wide to handle all the rain water that 
floods the school area, and a few hundred yards 
long in order to move this rain water off of the 
school campus. Since there are no power tools 
available for the Nakivale Refugee Settlement, the 
digging was all by hand - pick axe & shovel - to 
remove the tightly packed sandy soil. The ditch 
stone linings were then cemented in place with 
hand mixed cement. This is an example of the 
commitment the refugees have toward building 
this school campus. They understand how valua-
ble an eductiion is.                                                 
Now that the pictured drainage is complete we 
are moving towards continuing on with con-
structing buildings, starting with the canteen. In 
order to fund the rest of the construction we are 
asking each family to donate an amount equal to  

 EBENEZER HOPE MINISTRIES BUILDING PROJECT 

DISTRICT TRAINING DAY!!! 
This is a great opportunity to meet our new District 
Superintendent,  Rev. Richelle Goff, and learn more 
about important ministries in the church that you 
are part of or may be interested in being part of. 
This year’s topics:   SPRC , Stewardship/Finance, Lay 
Leader, & Trustees, along with a discussion on Dis-
mantling Racism.                                                              

DATE: FEBRUARY 28TH                                           
TIME: 8:30AM-2PM                                               
PLACE: RUSH UMC, 6200 RUSH-LIMA RD. RUSH, 
NY 

ASH WEDNESDAY -                                                      
An Ash Wednesday service will be held at 7 PM 
on February 18.                                                                      
The Imposition of Ashes will be a part of the ser-
vice and Holy Communion will be offered. See 
Pastor Wilson’s article in this edition of the Hinge 
for more on Ash Wednesday and Lent. 

 



Our Church Staff 

Dr. Wilson Jones 

Pastor 

663-3665 

pastorwilson@aumcgreece.org 

Enoch Renzha 

Pastor of African Ministries 

renzhaenoch@gmail.com 

Diana Jason 

Administrative Assistant 
663-3665 

office@aumcgreece.org 

Rhonda Simonelli 
Children’s Ministry Director 

663-6663 

rsimonelli@aumcgreece.org 

Brandon Kelley 

Contemporary Worship Music Leader 
brandonkelley1@aol.com 

Savannah Norton 

Choir Director 
savannah.rose.norton@gmail.com 

Kaori Winter 

Organist 

kwinter@aumcgreece.org 

Peter Mutunzi  
Director of African Music Ministry 

ndakizepeter@yahoo.com 
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4115 Dewey Avenue 

Rochester, NY 14616 

Phone: (585) 663-3665 

Fax: (585) 865-8442 

Email: office@aumcgreece.org 

www.aumcgreece.org 

facebook.com/aumcgreece.org 

youtube.com/c/AUMCgreece 

 

Donate online at: 
give.aumcgreece.org 

Serving in Worship This Month 

Scripture Readers 

9:30 AM 

 2/1.  Dave Roza 

2/8.  Kathy Bernardi  
2/15. Jan Rothfuss  
2/22. Debbie Simm  
11:00 

 2/1.  Nancy Young 

2/8.  Denise Hogystyn 

2/15. Nancy Young 

2/22. Candy Metzger  
 

Live Streaming 

2/1   — Traditional @ 11:00 AM 

Juan & Tammy Ruiz 

2/8   — Contemporary at 9:30 AM 

Dave Roza & Rich Keller 
2/15 — Traditional @ 11:00 AM 

Juan & Tammy Ruiz 

2/18 — Ash Wednesday Service @ 
7:00pm 

Dave Roza 

2/22 — Contemporary at 9:30 AM 

Mary Sims & Rich Keller 

Ushers 

9:30 AM 

2/1   — Rich & Bobbi Mohrmann 

2/8   — Kathy Bernardi 
2/15 — Susan DeVincentis 

2/22 — Susan DeVincentis 

11:00 AM 

2/1   — Nancy & Terry Young 

2/8   — Denise & Gary Hogestyn 

2/15 — Nancy & Terry Young 

2/22 — Maria Stanley & Eric Lindenau 

Nursery Workers 

9:30 AM 

2/1   — Rose Cavicchioli  
2/8   — Bobbi Mohrmann 

2/15 — Debbie Simm 

2/22 — Open 

11:00 AM 

2/1   — Open 

2/8   — Open 

2/15 — Open 

2/22 — Open 

AV/SOUND BOARD: 9:30 

2/1 Mark DeVincentis 

2/8 Mary Sims 

2/15 Michael Bartter 

2/18 7:00PM Mark D. 

2/22 Ted Carstens  

AV/SOUND BOARD 11:00 

2/1 Steven Zah 

2/8 Ted Carstens 

2/15 Roger Hotchkiss 

2/22 Steven Zeh   

mailto:rsimonelli@aumcgreece.org
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