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From the Pastor

| am writing from my room at Mount Savior Monetary, in Big Flats, NY.
| sometimes feel sorry for churches | serve when | come here because | tend to
hear God saying the darnedest things. One of the traditions here is for a brother
to read while the rest of the community is eating the midday meal. Yesterday, the
reading was from a book titled: “Ruth Burrows Essential Readings.” In the intro-
duction to the book, the editor wrote of how Ruth spoke about accepting Jesus
“Just as He is.” It is then that Jesus can unite Himself with us and transform us to
be more like Him.

For a Baptist boy, | was used to the idea of Jesus accepting us just as we
are. | can still hear the old hymn being sung during altar calls: “Just as | am with-
out one plea but that Thy blood was shed for me.” And | believe Jesus accepts us
as we are. There is no minimum amount of holiness we need to attain before He
says: “Welcome to the club.” We don’t get things in order and then hear Jesus
say: “Jump on in, the water’s great.” We turn to Jesus in repentance, seeking for-
giveness and we find our Lord there with open arms. Now there is the matter of
how, as a friend of mine puts it: “Jesus accepts us as we are, but loves us too
much to let us stay that way.” But that can wait for another time.

So what of this “accepting Jesus just as He is”? | should probably read the
book to see what Ruth Burrows had to say but the idea is new enough, counter-
intuitive enough that it stuck in my head. And so | figured: “Why should | wrestle
with this alone? | have a church full of folks that | can dump this on and at least |
will have company laying awake at night wondering what she meant.”

And | do have some thoughts. It is true in every age that folks are much
more comfortable with a Jesus that looks and thinks like them. But I think it is also
true that you and I like to make Jesus in our image. For folks who are extremely
patriotic it is easy to think that Jesus has a special place in His heart for America
(What has been labeled Christian Nationalism.) For folks who need boundaries
and prefer a strict set of rules, it is easy to see Jesus as one with little tolerance
for sinful behavior. For folks who prefer to live and let live, it is easy to see Jesus
as one who asked nothing of anybody. Of course these are all extreme, but |
hope you see what | am wondering.

So; without researching what Ruth Burrows meant; here is my first attempt:
“Accepting Jesus as He is means we least likely think He would be like. Which also
means we see Him in the person least like us.” | am gonna sit with that for a while
and home it doesn’t keep me up at night. But | have a feeling it just might.

Pastor Wilson

Aldersgate United Methodist Church

Transforming Lives and Serving Christ with Joy

4115 Dewey Avenue, Rochester, New York 14616-1216 e« (585) 663-3665 ¢ www.aumcgreece.org



Our Ministry of Concern

Prayer Concerns

People are added and removed from our ongoing prayer
list upon request. Please call the church office to ADD,
REINSTATE, or REMOVE names.

Aldersgate people with new or ongoing health concerns:
Rick Baker, Angie Benton, Ted Carstens, Dick Caupp,

Mike Dunn, Nathan Dunn, Wendy Dunn, Bette Edgett,
Chitie & Dick Edgett, Joyce & Ali Farrokh, Patti Forbes,
Shirley Geier, Anton Gilson, Judy Hare, Doug & Becky
Hess, Mary Lou Jones, Dick Keegan, Tammy Kephart,
Debbie Lenau, Harry & Roxana Muthersbaugh, Suzanne
Nyantole, Kathy Peck, Cindy Purzycki, Charlotte & Roger
Ridley, Ron Rozinski, John Simm, Michael Smith, David
Stanley, Laura Wagner, David Whitt, Bob Winter, Jeanette
Zeh and the caregivers of all those with ongoing health
concerns

Friends & Relatives with Health Concerns:

Nancy Anderson & family; Brother Andy, Denise, James,
Maddie, Selina, sister Nikki, Mike Sullivan (Gloria Baker);
sister Diana Ross, Christine Salonen (Kathy Bernardi); Lisa
Robinson (Karen Best); Bernice Bird; Layla Jean, Millie
(Lisa Deutsh); Quinn Aldridge, Eileen Harloff, Sally & John
Miller (Wendy & Mike Dunn); Marianne Galligan, Reed &
Lois Galligan (Sue Galligan & Karen Sladden); Tammy Gil-
zow; Jason DelVecchio, Carol Poole, Billy Haley, Noel, Bev
Palandro (Nancy Jones); Lee Hartman, Rich Hartman (Nan
& Rich Keller); Rick (Debbie Lenau); Barbie Anzalone (Kim
& Eric Lindenau); Barbara Marsh; Doug Potter, sister Su-
san Kiesel (Sabrina McLeod); Karen Smith, Roger (Candy
Metzger); Jeanne Sutton, John Burke, Bonnie Bush, Nicole
Mohrmann (Rich & Bobbi Mohrmann); Mary Jane Bargy
(Debbie Pankey); Ester Peprah; Ann Collins, Buddy Good,
Anne Bratko (Cindy Purzycki); Cheri Riley, Ellie Wagner
(Karen Rice); grand-niece Norah (Jan Rothfuss); Nephew
Christian (Laurie Ruell); Lonnie Ruffino; Jack Linder
(Tammy & Juan Ruiz); Ali Musleh, Hilde DiNatale (Anna
Simm); Lewis family, Bev, Bruce (Debbie Simm); Debbie
Glinski, Fred (Mary Sims); Dominic Mammolite (Jerry Sis-
son); Aubrie Robinson (Sara Smarcz); Nancy Miller
(Michael Smith); brother Chris (Maria Stanley); Daughter-
in-law Ellie, Michael, Bill Weber, mom Shirley Weber,
Matthew (Annette Thompson); Joe Troiano (Julia
Troiano); Dennis Pankey; Kaylle Van-Allen, Cindy An-
drews, Michael Appleton, Bobbi Jo (Laurie VanAllen);
Brother-in-law Jimmy VanKouwenberg, sister-in-law
Heather Van Kouwenberg (Louie VanKouwenberg); Ruth
Walter; sister Bercehe (Steve & Jeanette Zeh)

E-Mail Prayer Chain

PLEASE help us keep the weekly
prayer concerns list updated. During
office hours, s‘end prayer' chain Pragor Reguesls
requests to Diana Jason in the church

office at office@aumcgreece.org. If your request
needs posting after office hours, contact Chitie
Edgett at cge1935@gmail.com. Confidential prayer
requests should be sent directly to Pastor Wilson at
PastorWilson@ aumcgreece.org.

When Sharing Your Prayer Requests...

Prayer changes everything, and our church has a
vibrant prayer ministry. When contacting the church
office or our Prayer Chain Coordinator, Chitie Edgett,
please let them know if you want your prayer
request to be shared with only the Prayer Chain and
Pastor, or if you want your prayer request shared
with the Prayer Chain and our church congregation
at Sunday worship. As we Live Stream and use email
communication, we want to respect those who wish
their prayer request to remain confidential.

Nursing Homes/Living Centers: Dick Keegan — Cobbs
Hill Manor

Christian Sympathy is extended to the family and
friends of Karen Rice, whose father, Gerald Smith,
passed away on January 14.

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS — The Sanctuary for Lent 2026
is a daily devotional for use during Lent published by
Abingdon Press. There will be hard copies available on
the table in the gathering space. PDFs will be sent out
the week before Lent. There is no charge but dona-
tions are welcome and can be placed in the basket on
the table. There is also an e-book version available
through Cokesbury for $1.49 if you would prefer to
access the devotions through your e-reader Kindle,
etc. A Youth Edition of the same devotional will be giv-
en out to the children during Sunday School.

April 2026 Hinge Deadline
All items for the next newsletter are
due by March 20.
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Church Events & Opportunities

Easter Plant Order Form

All plants $10.00
Plants can be taken home
after the services that day.
Quantity:
Lillies
Pink Tulips: Y
Red Tulips w o g
Yellow Tulips Y
=$ amount due. '
Indicate who you are honoring/remembering for
each plant:
In Honor of:

In Memory of:

Your Name:

Order due date: March 15

Mail in a check with your order form to the office
OR put check or cash and order form in the offer-
ing plate. Clearly mark check: EASTER PLANTS

You may also pay by credit card on our website
under the GIVE tab.
Thank Youl!
Altar Committee

Good Friday Prayer Vigil
A Time for Prayer and Reflection

This Good Friday, April, 3rd, we warmly invite you to
pause and spend time in our sanctuary considering the
significance and meaning of this solemn day. Our church
sanctuary will be open from noon until 3pm for you to
spend time quietly considering Jesus’ deep love and sac-
rifice for us.

Once inside the sanctuary, you will find a guide offering
scripture selections and hymns for reflection.

Volunteer Help Needed at Next Craft

Workshop! (March 7 & 8)

Our next fundraising craft workshop is on Friday, March 6
and Saturday, March 7. Sue Galligan will need help to
host this event, as Karen will be out of town.

Specifically, she needs help:

e Setting up tables and chairs either late on Thursday
(after whatever sports team is done practicing that
night) or early on Friday.

e Welcoming crafters as they arrive on both days and
directing them to their tables.

e Making and serving dinner on Friday, as well as the
cleanup afterward.

e Making and serving both breakfast and lunch on
Saturday, as well as the cleanup afterward.

e Final cleanup and putting tables away Saturday night
after the crafters leave. (This usually starts around
8:00.)

Food donations are also very welcome — such as des-
serts, snacks, and parts of meals. Check with Sue to see
what is needed for which day (317-3138).

Friday goes from 12:30—9:00 PM and Saturday goes from
9:00 AM—9:00 PM. We welcome anyone working on
their latest crafty projects — scrapbooks, card making,
sewing, painting, needlework or anything else. Thanks for
your help with this important church fundraiser.

There will also be two baskets — one for any prayer re-
quests you might wish to leave, and an opportunity for
you to pick up others’ prayer requests — offering a time
for intercessory prayer.

This vigil is designed to be a “come-as-you-are” experi-
ence. You may choose to stay for just a short time, or the
entire three hours. We hope this vigil will deepen your
faith and help prepare your heart for the joy of Easter.
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MONDAY MARCH 16TH 4P-8P

GREECE RIDGE CENTER DRIVE LOCATION
OUTER “RING” OF GREECE RIDGE MALL.

MENTION “ALDERSGATE CHURCH” WHEN
YOU ORDER AND 25% OF YOUR COST GOES
TO THE CHURCH CHILDREN’S MINISTRY!

My sincere thanks to Cindy and Dave
Roza, Mike Simonelli, Eric Lindeneau,

Julia Troiano, and Jane Salminen for
your incredible support at this
year’s Chili Cook-Off. Your teamwork and willingness
to jump in wherever needed helped make the event a
wonderful success for our whole church family.

Congratulations to this year’s winning chili: #10 White
Chicken Chili, made by Jordan Mendola! She received
a $25.00 Wegman'’s gift certificate for her deli-

cious chili. Thanks to the generosity of our church
family, we also raised $65.00 in goodwill donations.
To all our chili contestants—thank you. One person
even wrote that they couldn’t vote for just one be-
cause every chili was the best. What a wonderful re-
flection of the heart and spirit of our church. Save the
date for next year! February 7th.

i

CROP HUNGER WALK

Save the Date: CROP Hunger Walk

Join us on Sunday, May 3, 2026 for the annual CROP
Hunger Walk, hosted at Aldersgate UMC once again.
The start time will be 1:00 PM. Come walk with us as we
support local and global efforts to fight hunger.

Visitation Team Easter Basket Collection
Items due by March 22!

We’'re collecting small items to create Easter baskets for
congregation members who are unwillingly absent, hos-
pitalized, or in nursing care. The children hope to as-
semble 20 baskets filled with handmade personalized
cards and thoughtful treats!

We welcome donations of new, individually wrapped
items such as:

¢ Candy (bunnies, chocolate eggs, crosses)

e Cookies, chips, snack crackers

® Juice boxes, small water bottles

¢ Hand soap, notepads, and other small comforts

A large donation tote is located in front of the nursery.
Thank you for your continued support in helping us
share the joy of Easter with our church family! For more
information, please contact Rhonda Simonelli or email
simonelli@aumcgreece.org.
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Sunday School for Little Ones

Sundays at 9:30 AM, Location: Room 7

Teachers: Anna Simm, Julia Troiano and more to come!
Designed for young children who thrive with

SUNDAY , .

SCHOOL | extra support, where God's love shines

B through every lesson. Join us as we nurture

faith, joy, and belonging in every child—

celebrating the unique way God made each

one.

Faith Weavers — Middle School Sunday School

Grades 6-8 | Sundays at 9:30 AM

Location: Room 3/4, Teacher: Rhonda Simonelli

Middle schoolers are invited to dive deeper

into their faith journey. Through engaging

discussions, activities, and scripture,

. students will explore how faith weaves into

- S every part of life—school, friendships,
challenges, and growth.

ol
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Preschool Sunday School

Ages 3-5 | Sundays at 11:00 AM

Location: Room 7, Teachers: Nan Keller & Assistant

2 2 ma Offers a joyful and nurturing environment

: w“ » where young children begin to discover

e children. ® God'’s love through songs, stories, play, and
YL hands-on activities. This class helps little

ones build a foundation of faith in a way that’s fun and

age appropriate.

Big Faith — Elementary Sunday School
Grades K-5 | Sundays at 11:00 AM
Location: Room 3/4, Teacher: Rhonda Simonelli
This dynamic and engaging Sunday School
P ® class is designed for elementary students!
h.g Through stories, activities, and meaning-
ful lessons, kids will explore what it

means to grow in faith and follow Jesus
in everyday life.

High School Sunday School
Grades 9-12 | Sundays at 10:45 AM
Location: Fellowship Hall, Teacher: John Simm
High school students are invited to a space
@ where faith meets real life. Through thought-
provoking movies and open discussions, this
class sparks meaningful conversations about
spirituality and everyday challenges.

THE
GATE

Christian Education

NURSERY CARE “SUSPENDED”

Nursery coverage will no longer be provided as of
3/1. Parents have the options of watching their
own children in the nursery, (with a speaker to
hear the message), in the Quiet Room at back of
sanctuary (with speaker and “window”) or bringing
them into the sanctuary. The Worship Committee
will monitor this and make changes as needed.

Reading with Miss Rhonda:

March Book of the Month:
St. Patrick the Forgiver
by Ned J Bustard

Hello, my name is Patrick. g % %ok
You may have heard my story. % )
| walked the span of Ireland

to tell of God’s great glory.

And with a wee green shamrock
| shared of the Three-in-One:
our God the blessed mystery
Father, Spirit, and the Son.

PATRICK *¥

I orgiver

ey
NED BUNTARD 4
|

PR

Everybody’s Irish on Saint Patrick”s Day. But did you
know that Patrick, the greatest bishop of Ireland
Wasn't Irish? Combining Patrick”s words from

his Confessions with a few of the legends about him,
this whimsical retelling will teach families about the
fascinating life of the real Saint Patrick and help
them discover a remarkable story of love and
fogiveness along the way. (Cokesbury)

Finding Direction — 3-Part High School Series

Ever feel unsure about what’s next or where you're
headed? Join us for a series all about discovering pur-
pose, hearing God’s voice, and taking your next step
with confidence. After the series, we’ll hang out and
watch The Case for Christ together — a powerful story
about searching for truth and finding real answers.
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Come Support Our Children’s Ministries LET’S CELEBRATE!

Shamrock Shakes
& Festive Hot Lattes

AFTER EACH WORSHIP SERVICE
SUNDAY, MARCH 15

SERVE ONE
ANOTHER
HUMBLY
IN LOVE.

GALATIANS 5:13

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Jeffrey Kimmel March 1
Mary Sims March 3
Roger Ridley March 4
Ken Bartter March 6
Shaylee Crandall March 6
Nolan Troiano March 6
Scott Wagner March 7
Steve Tyler March 9
Robert Winter March 10
Chitie Edgett March 10
Eric Lindenau March 17
Sarah Roza March 20
Sylvia Lynch March 22
Bill Peeck March 27
Patricia Forbes March 28
Thanks to everyone’s prayers and generous financial Tim Rolfe March 29
Gordon Spicer March 30

support, we have formally retired the debt we took on

20 years ago to build the addition to our church! MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
James & Lorraine Christie March 18

Tom & Frances
VanKouwenberg March 24

This is a major financial milestone for our congregation.
We will have a formal celebration in June. Stay tuned
for details!

THANK YOU!!
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Reading Circle Book for March

Anne Morrow ]-int“acrgl!

BHsE ANNISLESFANY BRI T ION
Dol o otw e dsins by Sanes Liniioid

Join the Reading Circle on Thursday, March 12 at 1:30
pm in the church library when we will be discussing
Gift from the Sea by Anne Morrow Lindbergh. We
have multiple copies of the book; contact Maureen
Whalen at whalenmt.7976@gmail.com or call her at

581-9164 if you are interested or for more information.

All are welcome.

Drawing inspiration from the the shells on the shore,
Lindberg’s musings on the shape of a woman'’s life will
bring new understanding to readers, male and female,
at any stage of life. A mother of five and professional
writer, she casts an unsentimental eye at the trappings
of modern life that threaten to overwhelm us—the
timesaving gadgets that complicate our lives, the over-
commitments that take us from our families.

With great wisdom and insight she describes the shift-
ing shapes of relationships and marriage, presenting a
vision of a life lived in enduring and evolving partner-
ship. A groundbreaking work when it was first pub-
lished in 1955, this book has retained its freshness as it
has been rediscovered by generations of readers and is
no less current today.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

AT

Holy Week

Holy Week will be here before you know it. Here is a
schedule and brief summary of each service:

March 29: Palm/Passion Sunday 9:30 and 11 AM — Both
services will begin in the gathering space and process in
with our palms as we “relive” the triumphal entry of
Jesus into Jerusalem. The second part of the service will
be focused on the death of Jesus as we encounter a cre-
ative presentation of one of the Passion narratives.

April 2 = Holy (Maundy) Thursday 7 PM — Join us as we
listen to Jesus give us a “new commandment” from
John’s Gospel, commemorate the institution of the Holy
Communion at the Last Supper, and end the evening in
silence as we strip the altar in preparation for

Good Friday.

April 3 (Good Friday) — Prayer Vigil 12-3 PM — See de-
tails elsewhere in this edition of the Hinge.

Good Friday 7 PM — This service will be time of focusing
on the death of Jesus on the cross and will include some
(hopefully) meaningful elements including a Meditation
at the Cross and a form of the Reproaches, a traditional
liturgy dating back to the 7 th century.

March 5 — Easter Sunday —9:30 and 11 AM — Join us in
joyful worship as we celebrate the Resurrection of our
Lord. There will be an Easter Egg hunt for the children in
between services. Holy Communion will be celebrated
at both services.
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Our Church Staff

Dr. Wilson Jones

Pastor
663-3665
pastorwilson@aumcgreece.org

Enoch Renzha
Pastor of African Ministries
renzhaenoch@gmail.com

Diana Jason

Administrative Assistant
663-3665
office@aumcgreece.org

Rhonda Simonelli

Children’s Ministry Director
663-6663
rsimonelli@aumcgreece.org

Brandon Kelley
Contemporary Worship Music Leader
brandonkelleyl @aol.com

Savannah Norton
Choir Director
savannah.rose.norton@gmail.com

Kaori Winter
Organist
kwinter@aumcgreece.org

Peter Mutunzi
Director of African Music Ministry
ndakizepeter@yahoo.com

4115 Dewey Avenue
Rochester, NY 14616
Phone: (585) 663-3665
Fax: (585) 865-8442
Email: office@aumcgreece.org

www.aumcgreece.org
facebook.com/aumcgreece.org
youtube.com/c/AUMCgreece

Donate online at:
give.aumcgreece.org

Serving in Worship This Month

Ushers

9:30 AM

3/1 Susan DeVincentis

3/8 Kathy Bernardi

3/15 Kathy Bernardi

3/22 Rich & Bobbi Mohrmann
3/29 Susan DeVincentis

11:00 AM
3/1

3/8

3/15
3/22
3/29

Live Streaming
3/1 Traditional:

Juan & Tammy Ruiz
3/8 Contemporary:

Rich Keller & David Roza
3/15 Traditional:

Juan & Tammy Ruiz
3/22 Contemporary:

Rich Keller & Mary Sims
3/29 Traditional :

Juan & Tammy Ruiz

Scripture Readers

9:30 AM

3/1 Dave Rosa

3/8 Kathy Bernardi
3/15 Sharon Bartter
3/22 Bobbi Mohrman
3/29 Debbie Simm

11:00 AM

3/1 Nancy Young
3/8 Gary Hogystyn
3/15 Sue Zorn

3/22 Candy Metzger
3/29 Karen Sladden

A/V Sound Board

9:30 AM

3/1 Mark DeVincentis
3/8 Michael Bartter
3/15 Mary Sims

3/22 Ted Carstens

11:00 AM

3/1 Steven Zeh

3/8 Roger Hotchkiss
3/15 Ted Carstens
3/22 Steven Zeh
3/29  Roger Hotchkiss
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NEITHER JEW NOR GREEK

Galatians 3:28 “There is no longer Jew nor Greek... for you are all one in Christ.”

As I'm writing this, we're about to enter into a time that | so look forward to every time it comes around. I'm re-
ferring to The Olympic Games!

| was, due to my brain injury, forbidden from playing traditional “team” sports. So; other than Baseball, I'm not
really a “team” sports fan. But- while | have no real ability in any Olympic sports either- | love watching gifted ath-
letes who, while they may have up to a dozen opponents, their only “real” opponent at that moment is the clock,
the “measuring tape” or how well they performed their particular sport at that given moment.

There is an even more important facet to The Olympics, though. It's the graciousness and comraderie. Yes; there
have been some exceptions, but, for the most part athletes- even from countries still at war, or with a very tenta-
tive peace often walk near each other during the Opening and Closing Ceremonies and compete near each other
in their sporting events. Likewise, citizens of these countries, sit in the spectator areas, near each other, sup-
porting these athletes. And they, both athlete and spectator alike, do so respectfully, even cordially. For that mo-
ment, their minds are not on the battlefield or their political ideologies, they're on the playing field and their/their
nation's chance to be on it!

We, too, as Christians, are supposed to be that gracious and cordial. After all; we share something much more

important than sports. We share a risen Savior and a promise of eternal life- Eternal Life Together! I've heard it
said that life on earth, for Christians, should be practice for Heaven. So, let's practice not only surrendering to and
worshipping God but, in response to the Grace of God- given to us all- loving all of God's people, no matter our
differences. Basically: Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” (Matthew 7:12.) By Sharon Bartter

UMCOR SUNDAY

On March 15th we will celebrate UMCOR Sunday. The UMCOR Sunday (United Methodist Committee on Relief)
offering underwrites UMCOR'’s administrative costs. This allows UMCOR to use 100% of all funds given to human-
itarian response and recovery efforts directly to communities in need. These gifts ensure UMCOR can respond
swiftly to disasters around the world and be a source of hope and healing to those left most vulnerable.

By investing in UMCOR'’s operations, we empower the church to mobilize resources quickly and efficiently making
a meaningful impact in communities impacted by disaster and hardship around the world. This ministry is
achieved exclusively through your generosity. The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), our denomi-
nations’ hands and feet in times of crisis, is a beacon of hope. UMCOR volunteers and partners step into crisis
and loss bringing practical aide and compassionate presence.

Hopefully you can join us at our in-person worship service that day when special offering envelopes will be provid-
ed. Give online using our site: give.aumcgreece.org or, as you consider sending in your remote donations to
Aldersgate UMC, please include a donation for this special offering. Feel free to make your donations anytime in
March, being sure to include the notation for “UMCOR Sunday.”

Thank You in advance for your generous support;

Jan Rothfuss AUMC Benevolence Treasurer
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