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From the Pastor

| hope your holidays have been joyous and not too tiring.
The New Year will be upon us quicker than most of us can believe.
Many folks use this time to look back in review and also to look
forward. Often people look back and see only the goals that they Dj.
didn’t reach. Some make New Year’s Resolutions with the hope & —x®]
(or is it wishful thinking...lol) that the upcoming year will be By
different. Diets will be kept. Books will be read. Times of prayer and devotions
will become more regular. The New Year can be a time of hope...especially if
the old year was one to forget.

The New Year also means that we have a few special days on the
church calendar — Epiphany and Baptism of the Lord. Most of us know about
Epiphany — the last day of the 12 Days of Christmas. In church, we celebrate
the revealing of Jesus to the Gentiles, who the Wisemen represent. While
some cultures make a big deal about Epiphany (which is when our Orthodox
siblings celebrate Christmas), the Baptism of the Lord can get lost in the post-
Christmas let down. You know, the “that was fun but | am glad it’s over”
feeling! But this special day can be a chance to begin 2026 by recommitting
ourselves to following Jesus and to becoming more like him.

This year, Baptism of the Lord is on January 11. One thing that | have
done throughout my ministry is to include a Congregational Reaffirmation of
Baptism (p50 in the UMH) on this Sunday. After the sermon you will be invited
to join in reaffirming your baptismal vows, reaffirming your faith through the
Creed and remembering the fact that you are baptized, even if you can’t
remember being baptized (as those of us baptized as babies cannot do).

A part of the Reaffirmation is the opportunity to come forward to the
font and to use the water as a way of remembering that through baptism you
know that God has claimed you as God’s own, forgiven your sins and poured
out the Holy Spirit on you. This remembrance, as well as recommitting your-
self to the vows taken at your baptism (and affirmed at your confirmation),
seems to me to be a great way to start the year. | hope you’ll find it as
meaningful as | have.

And as we move into the new year, let’'s remember these words of Paul:
“I’'m sure about this: the one who started a good work in you will stay with
you to complete the job by the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 1:6, CEB)

Happy New Year!
Pastor Wilson

Aldersgate United Methodist Church

Transforming Lives and Serving Christ with Joy

4115 Dewey Avenue, Rochester, New York 14616-1216 * (585) 663-3665 ¢ www.aumcgreece.org



Our Ministry of Concern

Prayer Concerns

People are added and removed from our ongoing prayer
list upon request. Please call the church office to ADD,
REINSTATE, or REMOVE names.

Aldersgate people with new or ongoing health concerns:
Rick Baker, Angie Benton, Paul Brown, Ted Carstens, Dick
Caupp, Mike Dunn, Nathan Dunn, Wendy Dunn, Bette
Edgett, Chitie & Dick Edgett, Joyce & Ali Farrokh, Patti
Forbes, Shirley Geier, Anton Gilson, Judy Hare, Doug &
Becky Hess, Mary Lou Jones, Dick Keegan, Debbie Lenau,
Harry & Roxana Muthersbaugh, Suzanne Nyantole, Kathy
Peck, Cindy Purzycki, Charlotte & Roger Ridley, Ron
Rozinski, John Simm, Michael Smith, David Stanley, Laura
Wagner, David Whitt, Bob Winter, Jeanette Zeh and the
caregivers of all those with ongoing health concerns

Friends & Relatives of AUMC People with Health
Concerns: Nancy Anderson & family; Brother Andy,
Denise, James, Maddie, Selina, sister Nikki, Mike Sullivan
(Gloria Baker); sister Diana Ross, Christine Salonen (Kathy
Bernardi); Lisa Robinson (Karen Best); Bernice Bird; Layla
Jean, Millie (Lisa Deutsh); Quinn Aldridge, Eileen Harloff,
Sally & John Miller (Wendy & Mike Dunn); Marianne
Galligan, Reed & Lois Galligan (Sue Galligan & Karen
Sladden); Tammy Gilzow; Jason DelVecchio, Carol Poole,
Billy Haley, Noel, Bev Palandro (Nancy Jones); Mary Jones
(Pastor Wilson’s mom); Lee Hartman, Rich Hartman (Nan
& Rich Keller); Rick (Debbie Lenau); Barbie Anzalone (Kim
& Eric Lindenau); Barbara Marsh; Doug Potter, sister
Susan Kiesel (Sabrina McLeod); Karen Smith, Roger
(Candy Metzger); Jeanne Sutton, John Burke, Bonnie
Bush, Nicole Mohrmann (Rich & Bobbi Mohrmann); Mary
Jane Bargy (Debbie Pankey); Ester Peprah; Ann Collins,
Buddy Good, Anne Bratko (Cindy Purzycki); Cheri Riley,
Ellie Wagner (Karen Rice); grand-niece Norah (Jan Roth-
fuss); Nephew Christian (Laurie Ruell); Lonnie Ruffino;
Jack Linder (Tammy & Juan Ruiz); Ali Musleh, Hilde
DiNatale (Anna Simm); Lewis family, Bev, Bruce (Debbie
Simm); Debbie Glinski, Fred (Mary Sims); Dominic
Mammolite (Jerry Sisson); Aubrie Robinson (Sara Smarcz);
Nancy Miller (Michael Smith); brother Chris (Maria
Stanley); Daughter-in-law Ellie, Michael, Bill Weber,

mom Shirley Weber, Matthew (Annette Thompson); Joe
Troiano (Julia Troiano); Dennis Pankey; Kaylle Van-Allen,
Cindy Andrews, Michael Appleton, Bobbi Jo (Laurie
VanAllen); Brother-in-law Jimmy VanKouwenberg, sister-
in-law Heather Van Kouwenberg (Louie VanKouwenberg);
Ruth Walter; sister Bercehe (Steve & Jeanette Zeh)

E-Mail Prayer Chain

PLEASE help us keep the weekly
prayer concerns list updated. During _
office hours, s.end prayer chain Prayor Reguests
requests to Diana Jason in the church

office at office@aumcgreece.org. If your request
needs posting after office hours, contact Chitie
Edgett at cge1935@gmail.com. Confidential prayer
requests should be sent directly to Pastor Wilson at
PastorWilson@ aumcgreece.org.

When Sharing Your Prayer Requests...

Prayer changes everything, and our church has a
vibrant prayer ministry. When contacting the church
office or our Prayer Chain Coordinator, Chitie Edgett,
please let them know if you want your prayer
request to be shared with only the Prayer Chain and
Pastor, or if you want your prayer request shared
with the Prayer Chain and our church congregation
at Sunday worship. As we Live Stream and use email
communication, we want to respect those who wish
their prayer request to remain confidential.

Nursing Homes/Living Centers: Dick Keegan — Cobbs
Hill Manor

Christian Sympathy is extended to the family and
friends of Dick Stacy, who passed away on December 5
at the age of 98.

Sympathy also to the family and friends of long-time
Aldersgate member Paul Brown, including daughter
Sandi Norris, who passed away on January 1 at the age
of 95.

February 2026 Hinge Deadline
All items for the next newsletter are

due by January 20.
Please send to: karensladden@hotmail.com
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Church Events & Opportunities

History Potluck, Friday, January 9

5:30 PM (Snow date — January 16) — Come join us as we
share our memories here at Aldersgate United Methodist
Church. This is an opportunity to honor God’s work at
Aldersgate throughout its history and to have fun as we
remember, or hear for the first time, important parts of
our story. Everyone present will be invited to share but
no one will have to share. Some questions to get you
thinking might include: What happened in the past that
should be celebrated? What challenges did the church
face? If you have any “memorabilia” from our past,
please bring it along as a display table will be set up.

If you know you will be attending, please sign up at the
church but “walk-ins” are welcome. For the potluck, if
your last name begins with A-L please bring a main/side
dish. If you last name begins with M-Z please bring a
dessert.

Conflict Transformation Skills for Churches
February 6 from 6:00 — 9:00 PM and February 7

from 9:00 AM — 3:00 PM (Snow dates of February 20/21)
Join us as Pastor Wilson will
lead this workshop from N
the Lombard Mennonite '
Peace Center. Conflict can JK
be found wherever there

are individuals with their

own opinions and ideas. Therefore, conflict is a given in
the church, even a church as faithful as ours. As some of
youknow, Pastor Wilson spent several years coaching and
consulting with leaders and churches (in addition to serv-
ing as a pastor). This workshop was one that he used
often with churches and on the district level.

0 'h\ !(l.i|

The goal of our time together will be to begin to look

at conflict as potentially creative and uniting as opposed
to destructive and dividing. We will learn a common
language to use around conflict as well as some basic
tools to use when we face conflict as individuals and

as a church! There will be a fee for the materials, but
scholarships will be available for those who need them.
Registration materials will be available in early January.
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Weekly Communion
Starting January 4™ at 9:30 Service
As previously announced, the Worship Committee
decided to have Holy Communion celebrated weekly at
the Contemporary Service. Weekly communion has a long
history in the church (dating back to Biblical times) and in
the Methodist Movement (going back to John Wesley
himself). Currently the United Methodist Church encour-
ages celebrating Holy Communion each Sunday and the
number of churches that do so has grown in recent years.
With the change, it was also decided to go back to the
pre-COVID method of taking communion by “intinction.”
As you come forward you will be given a piece of bread
from the loaf which you will dip into the chalice. You also
have the option of only taking the bread. For those with
gluten issues, a pre-packaged gluten free wafer and juice
will be available. After receiving communion, you may
return to your seat or go to the altar rail to pray.

Some people are excited about the return to weekly
communion while others may be less so. For those who
would prefer not to have communion weekly there are a
few options. You can stay in your seat, or you can come
forward to receive a blessing instead of taking commun-
ion. When you come forward, please leave your hands
down at your side or cross your arms on your chest so
that the pastor will know to not give you a piece of bread.

Winter Fun Outing
(Weather Permitting!)

We're planning to go sledding or ice
skating one Sunday afternoon in January,
right here in the Greece/Hilton area.
Please watch the Mid-Week Moments
for updates as we keep an eye on the
weather and finalize the plan. We hope
you’ll join us for some winter fun and
fellowship!

¢ di
[ 5. )
ALDERSGATE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FAMILY
LIFE
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Panera Bread Fundraiser Night:

we’re raising dough!

ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

January 12, 2026
4:00 pm to 8:00 pm
800 Greece Ridge Center Drive, Greece, NY
Use code FUNDA4U at panerabread.com, in the Panera App,
or at the kiosk in-cafe.

Online orders placed all day at your event cafe will count toward your total sales.

Tarera

FUNDRAISING

Save the Date!
Sunday, February 1 — After Both Worship Services

Let’s gather for good food, fun, fellowship and a little
competition — Chili & Fellowship Lunch in the Ide Center.
Warm up with a delicious bite to eat after worship!
Sample a variety of homemade chilis and vote for your
favorite — the winning chili gets a prize!

Children can enjoy chicken noodle soup, if they prefer,
and join in winter and Groundhog Day-themed art
activities.

A sign-up sheet is posted on the main bulletin board.
For more information or to help out, contact Rhonda
Simonelli at rsimonelli@aumcgreece.org.

Save the Date: CROP Hunger Walk

Join us on Sunday, May 3, 2026 for the annual CROP
Hunger Walk, hosted at Aldersgate UMC once again.
The start time will be 1:00 PM. Come walk with us as
we support local and global efforts to fight hunger.

JANUARY MISSION PROJECT

for Children, Youth, and Family Life Ministry

BIRTHDAY BOXES
for the Greece Food Shelf «

Help spread joy and love by donating
new, unopened birthday suppiles:

« Cake mix

* Frosting

¢ Candles

+ Balloons

* Sprinkles

¢ Other
cheerful
decorations

“Let your light
shine before
others.”

Matthew 5.16

Let’s Share God’s love Through

Joy and Celebration!

In the spirit of Epiphany, our children and youth are
assembling 20 Birthday Boxes to help local families
celebrate their children’s special days. We invite do-
nations of new, unopened birthday items: cake mix,
frosting, candles, balloons, sprinkles, and decorations.

Thank You!

Thank you to all who have supported
the education group’s bottle and can
drive! Donations can be placed in the
marked barrels in the Gathering
Space. Please keep them coming!
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Sunday School for Little Ones

Sundays at 9:30 AM, Location: Room 7

Teachers: Anna Simm, Julia Troiano and more to come!
Designed for young children who thrive with

SUNDAY , .

SCHOOL | extra support, where God's love shines

B through every lesson. Join us as we nurture

faith, joy, and belonging in every child—

celebrating the unique way God made each

one.

Faith Weavers — Middle School Sunday School

Grades 6-8 | Sundays at 9:30 AM

Location: Room 3/4, Teacher: Rhonda Simonelli

Middle schoolers are invited to dive deeper

into their faith journey. Through engaging

discussions, activities, and scripture,

. students will explore how faith weaves into

- g every part of life—school, friendships,
challenges, and growth.
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Preschool Sunday School

Ages 3-5 | Sundays at 11:00 AM

Location: Room 7, Teachers: Nan Keller & Assistant
» 2 ma Offers a joyful and nurturing environment

J L“J » where young children begin to discover

< children. ® God’s love through songs, stories, play, and

YL hands-on activities. This class helps little
ones build a foundation of faith in a way that’s fun and

age appropriate.

ol =

Big Faith — Elementary Sunday School
Grades K-5 | Sundays at 11:00 AM
Location: Room 3/4, Teacher: Rhonda Simonelli
This dynamic and engaging Sunday School
P ® class is designed for elementary students!
b.g Through stories, activities, and meaning-
ful lessons, kids will explore what it

means to grow in faith and follow Jesus
in everyday life.

High School Sunday School
Grades 9-12 | Sundays at 10:45 AM
Location: Fellowship Hall, Teacher: John Simm
High school students are invited to a space
@ where faith meets real life. Through thought-
provoking movies and open discussions, this
class sparks meaningful conversations about
spirituality and everyday challenges.

THE
GATE

Christian Education

B NTeRCAY
o
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Read with Miss Rhonda

This cozy, gently humorous, and irresistible holiday tale
from Newbury Medalist and New York Times bestselling
author Lynne Rae Perkins features universal themes

of friendship, community, empathy, and generosity.
Wintercake is a great pick for story times during the
winter season.

When Thomas misplaces the basket of dried fruit he
needs to make his seasonal wintercake, friends old and
new come together to save the day. Wintercake is a
book about holiday traditions and why they matter. It's
also a story about making mistakes and how mistakes
can sometimes lead to wonderful things. (Amazon)

Waffle Fellowship Breakfast
Sunday, January 4

Celebrate Epiphany and the
New Year with a “Make Your
Own” Waffle Fellowship
Breakfast for Children’s and
Youth Sunday School in the
Ide Center. Join us for a joyful
morning of fellowship as we serve homemade waffles
with fresh fruit and orange juice during both Sunday
School hours. We'll also spend time exploring our Book
of the Month and learning more about this month’s
Cake Box service project.

Finding Direction — 3-Part High School Series

Ever feel unsure about what’s next or where you’re
headed? Join us for a series all about discovering pur-
pose, hearing God’s voice, and taking your next step
with confidence. After the series, we’ll hang out and
watch The Case for Christ together — a powerful story
about searching for truth and finding real answers.
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Reading Circle Book for January
Join the Reading Circle on Thursday, January 8 at
1:30 PM in the church library when we will discuss
The Secret Gift by Ted Gup. We have multiple copies of
the book; contact Maureen Whalen at whalenmt.7976@
gmail.com if you are interested or for more information.
All are welcome.

The Secret Gift by Ted Gup (Non-

Fiction) is an inspiring account of A\ SECRET GI1F1
America at its worst-and Ameri-
cans at their best — woven from
the stories of Depression-era
families who were helped by gifts
from the author’s generous and
secretive grandfather. Shortly
before Christmas 1933 in Depres-
sion-scarred Canton, Ohio, a small
newspaper ad offered $10, no
strings attached, to 75 families in
distress. Interested readers were asked to submit letters
describing their hardships to a benefactor calling himself
Mr. B. Virdot. The author’s grandfather, Sam Stone, was
inspired to place this ad and assist his fellow Cantonians
as they prepared for the cruelest Christmas most of them
would ever witness. Moved by the tales of suffering and
expressions of hope contained in the letters, which he
discovered in a suitcase 75 years later, Ted Gup initially
set out to unveil the lives behind them, searching for
records and relatives all over the country who could help
him flesh out the family sagas hinted at in those letters.
From these sources, Gup has re-created the impact that
Mr. B. Virdot’s gift had on each family. But as he uncov-
ered the suffering and triumphs of dozens of strangers,
Gup also learned that Sam Stone was far more complex
than the lovable-retiree persona he’d always shown his
grandson. Gup unearths deeply buried details about
Sam'’s life. Drawing on his unique find and his award-
winning reportorial gifts, Ted Gup solves a singular
family mystery even while he pulls away the veil of eight
decades that separate us from the hardships that united
America during the Depression. 365pp.

Yarn & Darn — January 6
If you like to knit/crochet (Yarn), bring your needles and
yarn, or if you have a sewing project (Darn) you are work-
ing on, join us in the former office space in the basement
from 1:00 to 2:30 PM the first Tuesday of each month.
Come enjoy some fellowship while doing God’s work.

1 et’s Celebrate??

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Brenda Donovan January 1
Christine Rice January 3
Jack Simm January 3
Bob Thayer January 3
Sabrina McLeod January 7
John Grizzanti January 9
John Zorn January 10
David Jones January 13
Joseph Michaloski January 19
Jan Rothfuss January 19
Rich Keller January 19
Holly Deutsch January 20
Sara Smarcz January 23
Roger Forbes January 27
Nancy Jones January 31
Kathy Bernardi January 31
JANUARY ANNIVERSARY

Bill & Wendy Peeck January 3

January 2026 Hinge ¢ Page 6 e Live a Life of Faith!



Devotional

Come With Me Into the Fields

“Your arms may grow weary. Your shoes will wear thin.
Come with me into the fields.”

The other day, as | closed my son’s door after leaving
Damian back at home, | have to admit | breathed a big
sigh of relief — well sort of relief. The grandkids are back
home and life can go back to “normal.” And | felt the
same way when the last piece was placed on the Harvest
altar, and especially when it was off the altar, into the
Open Door Mission’s truck. And I’'m sure that Mary

and her kitchen crew feel the same at the end of a
Community Dinner and Rhonda at the end of Sunday
School, or especially VBS!

By Tuesday or Wednesday, though, I'm missing them
and looking forward to them coming on Saturday. And
I'm sure that those women and their groups of volun-
teers would say the same.

The verse above is not scripture, exactly. It’s from a song
| learned as a teenager. Another part of the song quotes
Matthew 9:37 “The harvest is plenty but laborers are
few.” That scripture goes on with Jesus telling the disci-
ples to pray for more workers. Well, | think that we are
those workers.

We’re about to celebrate New Year’s, a time when we
make new commitments, including to do more for God
and His church. And both Rhonda and Mary, and others,
have expressed the need for more helpers. I’'m going to
keep it real, though; doing the Lord’s most important
work — feeding the hungry, teaching and caring for
children, visiting the sick and preparing the altar, can be
physically and mentally taxing work. It is also some of
the most rewarding work you will ever do!

So, | thoroughly encourage you to do more work for the
Lord in 2026! Indeed, your arms may grow weary, your
shoes will wear thin and, like the Grinch (or Ebenezer
Scrooge if you prefer the classics), your heart will grow
3 sizes bigger too!

New Year's Blessings,

\GEEERS
neeeb

Worship Committee

Worship Committee is responsible for supporting and
assisting our Lead Pastor in planning and executing our
worship services, its environment and contents. We
foster worship by communicating with leadership

and identifying resources for enhancing worship that
praises and worships God. Through meaningful wor-
ship, we encourage believers, and engage unbelievers
and searching believers.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank all

who have contributed to our worship experience at
Aldersgate in 2025. We are blessed with dedicated
volunteers. | want to specifically mention the members
of our committee: Nancy Young (Acolyte coordinator,
Usher coordinator for 11:00 service, Funeral/Memorial
Service coordinator), Terry Young ( 11:00 usher coordi-
nator, Funeral/Memorial Service coordinator), Sharon
Bartter (Altar Guild Coordinator), Ted Carstens (A/V
Scheduler), Juan Ruiz (Live Streaming coordinator,

A/V training and troubleshooting), Betty Judd
(Communion Coordinator), Cindy and Dave Roza
(Acting Coffee Hour Coordinators), Karen Rice (9:30
Greeter, Scripture Reader coordinator 9:30 and 11:00
services), Jennifer Crandall (11:00 service coordinator),
Debbie Simm (Nursery Coordinator), Maureen Whalen
(Slides), Susan DeVincentis (9:30 service usher coordi-
nator), Savannah Norton (Chancel Choir Director),

Dr. Brandon Kelley (Contemporary Service Music
Director), and Rev. Dr. Wilson Jones (Lead Pastor).
Pastor Wilson joined us in July when he was appointed
to Aldersgate and has blessed us with his enthusiasm
and ideas. We thank everyone for all they do!

Bobbi Mohrmann, Worship Committee Chair

Can You Help on Sunday Mornings?
Worship is how we praise and celebrate our God
through the word, scripture, music, prayer, communion
and so much more. Currently we have several areas
where we could use more support. If everyone would
help 3 or 4 time a year, as able, it would make a huge
difference. Orientation and/or training are provided
for some areas. Pastor Wilson and Bobbi Mohrmann
(Worship Committee chair) are available for any
guestions or information. Thank you for prayerfully
considering these requests.
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Our Church Staff

Dr. Wilson Jones

Pastor
663-3665
pastorwilson@aumcgreece.org

Enoch Renzha
Pastor of African Ministries
renzhaenoch@gmail.com

Diana Jason

Administrative Assistant
663-3665
office@aumcgreece.org

Rhonda Simonelli

Children’s Ministry Director
663-6663
rsimonelli@aumcgreece.org

Brandon Kelley
Contemporary Worship Music Leader
brandonkelleyl@aol.com

Savannah Norton
Choir Director
savannah.rose.norton@gmail.com

Kaori Winter

Organist
kwinter@aumcgreece.org

Peter Mutunzi

Director of African Music Ministry
ndakizepeter@yahoo.com

4115 Dewey Avenue
Rochester, NY 14616
Phone: (585) 663-3665
Fax: (585) 865-8442
Email: office@aumcgreece.org

www.aumcgreece.org
facebook.com/aumcgreece.org
youtube.com/c/AUMCgreece

Donate online at:
give.aumcgreece.org

Serving in Worship This Month

Ushers

9:30 AM

1/4 — Susan DeVincentis

1/11 — Susan DeVincentis

1/18 — Rich & Bobbi Mohrmann
1/25 — Kathy Bernardi

11:00 AM

1/4 — Nancy & Terry Young

1/11 — Denise & Gary Hogestyn

1/18 — Nancy & Terry Young

1/25 — Maria Stanley & Eric Lindenau

Live Streaming

1/4 — Traditional @ 11:00 AM
Juan & Tammy Ruiz

1/11 — Contemporary at 9:30 AM
Dave Roza & Rich Keller

1/18 — Traditional @ 11:00 AM
Juan & Tammy Ruiz

1/25 — Contemporary at 9:30 AM
Dave Roza & Mary Sims

Scripture Readers

9:30 AM

1/4 — Annette Thompson
1/11 — Dave Roza

1/18 — Jan Rothfuss

1/25 — Debbie Simm

11:00 AM

1/4 — Nancy Young
1/11 — Sue Zorn

1/18 — Karen Sladden
1/25 — Candy Metzger

Nursery Workers

9:30 AM

1/4 — Rose Cavicchioli
1/11 — Bobbi Mohrmann
1/18 — Open

1/25 — Debbie Simm

11:00 AM

1/4 — Open
1/11 — Open
1/18 — Open
1/25 — Open

-

Happy New Year!
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